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1.  Birds are a useful indicator of environmental health for conservationists as well as for local 
inhabitants. 
2.  The re-greening of the Sahel in recent decades is the result of a combination of improved land 
management and increased rainfall levels. 
3.  Local participation in conservation and sustainable land-use should preferably be entirely 
voluntary, but if short-term investments are needed for long-term results, external investments 
(including salaries) are an appropriate addition. 
4.  Conservationists should address the issues of bird pests for crop cultivation. 
5.  Local development can have positive outcomes for conservation. 
6.  Bird and biodiversity conservation should include a combination of protected areas (at 
conservation hotspots) and a general sustainable land use. 
7.  An increasing population is not necessarily bad news for the environment. 
8.  A greening of the Sahel does not by definition mean an improvement for migrant birds or the 
local inhabitants. 
9.  NGOs and the scientific community should make more use of each other’s knowledge. 
10.  Consumers worldwide should be more aware of their indirect environmental and social impact 
and should adjust their consumption accordingly, paying attention to both environmental and 
development issues. 
